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By Rob Bhatt
Sen. John McCain 

touched off a spirited 
round of debate among 
the presidential candi-
dates earlier this year 
by proposing a national 
gas tax holiday. In the 
process, he may have 
also provided a glimpse 
into the not-too-distant 
future.

Shortly after the new 
president and Congress 
are sworn into offi ce 
in 2009, they will face 
the task of reforming 
the nation’s $40-billion-
a-year transportation 
spending program. The federal government pays for this program with the 
federal portion of the fuel tax that motorists and truckers pay at the pump, 
which is set aside in the Highway Trust Fund. For much of the past decade, 
this account has seen its revenues lag behind expenditures, and it now 
sits on the brink of insolvency. Consequently, Americans can anticipate 
vigorous debate over the gas tax — as well as tolls, privatization and other 
funding strategies — as lawmakers attempt to meet the nation’s growing 
transportation needs with stagnant resources.

Since effi cient highways, bridges and transit systems are vital to the 
American way of life in so many different ways, AAA posed fi ve key ques-
tions about transportation to Sen. McCain and Sen. Barack Obama in sep-
arate telephone interviews. Here’s what they had to say about the future of 

Lowell Memorial
Auditorium Fall 2008 

Schedule
Members can receive a 10% discount 

on select performances when they present 
their AAA card at the Lowell Memorial 
Auditorium box office. In addition, one 
lucky winner will win a pair of  tickets to 
the Last Comic Standing concert. Current 
deadline for entry is October 15, 2008. Win-
ner will be chosen October 20, 2008.Send us 
your name, membership number and easi-
est way to contact by:

email:
contest@aaamv.com

Subject: LMA contest-Last Comic
Or U.S. mail:

AAA Merrimack Valley
P.O. Box 32

Lawrence, MA 01842-0039
attn: LMA contest-Last Comic

No double discounts. Not valid on 
previously purchased tickets.

Lowell Memorial Auditorium
2008–2009 Season

Michael W. Smith & 
Steven Curtis Chapman 

October 29, 7:30 pm

NBC’s Last Comic Standing 
Live Tour

October 30, 8 pm

Playhouse Disney Live
November 7, 3 pm & 6:30 pm

Comedian Ron White
November 15, 7:30pm & 10pm

Jason Aldean with Lady Antebellum
November 20, 7:30 pm

Dark Star Orchestra
November 21, 8pm

Annie*
November 28, 3 pm & 7 pm

Mannheim Steamroller Christmas
December 7, 7:30 pm

Holiday Pops featuring Keith 
Lockhart and the Boston Pops 
December 20, 2 pm & 7:30 pm, 

Shows marked with* receive 10% 
AAA discount (Annie discount avail-
able one month out from show date)

For Tickets, visit the LMA box office,
Call 978-454-2299 or log on to

www.lowellauditorium.com

Presidential Candidates 
Discuss Transportation Issues

Sen. John McCain Sen. Barack Obama

Continued on page 13

Continued on page 7

Members Show Their Cards 
and Save With the Lowell Devils

all – speed, fi nesse, 
strength, and skill, 
along with lightning 
fast teamwork and 
incredible displays of 
talent. It’s one of the 
best spectator sports 
there is. And it’s right 
in our own backyard in 
Lowell.

As the Lowell Devils 
begin their third con-

Anyone that’s ever 
laced a pair of ice 
skates and tried to 
navigate across an 
ice rink knows the 
degree of diffi culty 
involved. Now add 
some gear into the 
mix including a hock-
ey stick, 20 pounds 
of equipment and a 
rock-hard puck travel-
ing at 100 mph. Then 
imagine other skat-
ers trying to separate 
you from your senses 
and it sounds like the 
results might not be 
exceptionally skillful 
or graceful. But at the 
professional level both 
skill and grace are 
displayed – and then 
some.  

Professional hockey 
is a sport that has it 

secutive season play-
ing at the Tsongas Are-
na they continue their 
partnership with AAA 
in our Show Your Card 
and Save  program. 

This means great 
sports merchandise 
and memorabilia at 

a 15 percent discount 
– simply by showing 
your AAA card when 
you visit the Devils’ 
retail locations at the 
arena.

The Devils’ mission 
is simple: to prepare 
their players to com-
pete in the National 
Hockey League, and 
provide exciting, af-
fordable family fun. 
They do both very 
well. Their parent 
club, the New Jersey 
Devils, have been con-
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The statistics are stunning:  From 
the time the Iraq War began in 2003 
through September 2007, the num-
ber of teens to die in automobile 
crashes has eclipsed the number of 
U.S. troops lost in the war – 24,700 
teens compared with 3,800 troops.

These and other numbers show 
crashes are the leading cause of 
death for teenagers.

Alarmed at the high teen death toll 
in crashes in their own state, Massa-
chusetts legislators enacted a stricter 
junior-operator law to protect teens.

The fi rst phase, which took effect 
in January 2007, introduced zero-
tolerance penalties for speeding, 
drunk-driving, passenger and curfew 
violations.

“In the six months following its 
imple   mentation, the state saw speed-
ing and other citations for junior 
operators drop, and these citations 
remain 33 percent fewer 18 months 
into the law”, said Rachel Kaprielian, 
Registrar of Motor Vehicles.

“Basically, that told teenage opera -
tors: ‘You’re only going to get one 
chance to do this right,’” Ms. Ka-
prielian said.

The second phase, implemented a 
year ago this month, mandated new 
educational requirements for driver 

New Teen Driving Law Empowers Parents

training.
It increased the number of hours 

for behind-the-wheel driving-school 
training from six to 12 and the num-
ber of hours for supervised training 
by a parent or guardian from 12 to 
40.

And Massachusetts be came the 
fi rst state in the nation to require 
parents to attend two hours of class-
room train  ing to teach them how to 
teach their child ren how to drive.

The state is in the pro-
cess of implementing 
the third phase, which 
will require students to 
take and pass a written 
test before they take 
the road test.

Together, these com-
ponents are giving par-
ents the tools they need 
to guide their chil dren 
through driver’s ed.

“We’ve empowered 
them,” Ms. Kaprielian 
said. “The classes help 
pro vide the answers 
for parents. They learn 
components of the law 
– the penalties fi rst and 
foremost – so no one 
can say, ‘Gee, I didn’t 

know that.’ Parents also learn what 
the driving school is teaching.’”

Parents are fi nding the law and 
its stringent penalties support 
them when they set various driving 
boundaries for their teens, including 
curfews and the number and type 
of passengers they can have in their 
vehicles.

Wilbraham resident Mag  gie Bro-
chu is one en thusiastic supporter of 

It’s been a year this month since Massachusetts 
began requiring parents to attend a two-hour 
driver’s education parental course.

Club Wins Pacesetter Award!

AAA Pioneer Valley has been 
named the recipient of the prestigious 
Pacesetter Award. This award was 
pres   ented to representatives of the 
Club at the recent AAA Automotive 
Conference held in Indianapolis.

“The Pacesetter Award recognizes 
our efforts and achievements in the 
areas of member satisfaction, growth 
in the number of battery re placements, 
growth in the delivery of dedicated 
services, both with our preferred ser-
vice providers as well as our club-

owned fl eet, and in increasing the On-
The-Go rate,” said Joseph Fer  raro, Vice 
President, Automotive Services. The 
areas of member satis faction and the 
On-The-Go rate are most impressive 
for the organization. “Getting members 
On-The-Go, in many instances, helps 
solve their problems at the roadside 
quicker, allowing them to continue on 
their way,” says Ferraro. 

While there will always be situations 
where a tow is the only viable 
solution, there are incidents where a 

specially trained technician may be 
able to quickly identify the problem 
at the scene, apply a quick fi x and get 
the member’s vehicle up and running 
again. Now, instead of a tow truck 
arriving at the scene, members may 
see a specially equipped AAA light 
service or battery vehicle arrive and in 
most cases get the car started.

Getting members On-The-Go is in-
creasingly becoming an alternative 
method of responding to most road-
side breakdowns. 

Continued on page 10

AAA Pioneer Valley Automotive Services employees gather to celebrate the Club being honored with a prestigious 
Pacesetter Award for helping get members On-The-Go. 

AAA
HAPPENINGS

Auto Safety Fair

European Tour Night
September 24th - 6:30 pm
Learn about touring
Europe with a presenta-
tion from a tour guide 
from Trafalgar Tours.
RSVP:  (800) 622-9211 or
AAA.com/travelevents

October 2nd and 3rd
from 9 am until 1 pm 

Have your car inspected 
for FREE on at the Show-
case Cinemas in West 
Springfi eld. details on p3

Contests &
Events

at AAA
Click on this button on 
AAA.com’s home page 

to view a complete list of 
AAA contests and events.

Visit AAA.com and
register to win a

one-year AAA
membership renewal!

Last month’s winner:
Lori Herd

Cover photo: Fall foliage, New 
England

All AAA Pioneer Valley offi c-
es will be closed on Mon-
day, September 1st in ob-
servance of Labor Day and 
on Monday, October 13th 

in observance of Columbus 
Day. As always, AAA Road 
Assistance will be available 

24 hours a day.

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

See the #6
Race Car
at the
Big E
September 18th 
details on AAA.com

Visit our Web site
AAA.com
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Teen Driving Laws Empower Parents
By Kimberley Edgar

When AAA Traffi c Safety Education Specialist Diana Imondi 
Dias speaks to parents about teen driving, she stuns them 
with these statistics:

From the time the Iraq War began in 2003 through 
September 2007, the number of teens to die in automobile 
crashes has eclipsed the number of U.S. troops lost in that 
war — 24,700 teens compared with 3,800 troops.

“I hear gasps,” she said.
These and other numbers show crashes are the leading 

cause of death for teenagers.
Alarmed at the high teen death toll in crashes in their own 

state, Connecticut legislators have quickly followed their 
Massachusetts neighbors’ example in passing stricter teen-
driving laws.

“Concern about teen driver safety is requiring everyone 
involved to change — the Department of Motor Vehicles, 
parents, law enforcement, legislators who create the laws,” 
said Robert M. Ward, DMV Commissioner.

The new laws, which took effect August 1, mean parents 
and driving schools need to reinvent approaches to 

Connecticut recently began requiring parents to 
attend a two-hour driver’s education course with their 
teenagers.Continued on page 7

Join AAA to Mark Child Passenger Safety Week

Each year, 42 percent of 16- to 
19-year-old drivers will be in a car 
crash. 

In fact, teens have the highest 
car crash rate of any age group and 
are three times as likely to die in a 
crash than other drivers, according 
to the National Safety Council.

So how do we help give new-
to-the-road drivers the skills that 
usually take years of on-the-road 
experience to master? 

One way is with a home-study 
course called Teensmart, which 
AAA members receive at a reduced 
cost.

Teensmart is a program proven 
to reduce accidents and improve a 
teen’s odds of being collision-free. Continued on page 8

Teensmart Aims to Reduce Odds of a Crash

Teensmart can help improve a teen’s 
odds of staying collision-free.

Sept. 21-27 marks Child Passenger 
Safety Week, highlighting the 
importance of infants and young 
children to be properly restrained 
when riding in a car. 

It was 30 years ago that 
Tennessee passed the fi rst child 
safety-seat law in the country. 

Since then, the National Highway 
Traffi c Safety Administration 
estimates that 8,325 children under 
age 5 have been saved by the 
proper use of child restraints – 425 
in 2006 alone. Research shows child 
restraints provide the best protection 
for all children up to age 8.

Connecticut Motor Club will 
celebrate Child Passenger Safety 

Week by holding its annual Car 
Seat Safety Day at The Baby Depot/
Burlington Coat Factory, 800 Barnum 
Avenue Cutoff, Stratford on Friday, 
Sept. 26.

The event runs from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. AAA’s certifi ed child passenger 
safety technicians will inspect your 
child safety seats, ensuring they are 
properly installed and showing you 
techniques to secure the seat in your 
vehicle. If your child has outgrown 
his or her existing seat, we will 
recommend another one.

AAA will provide free child safety 
seat materials, and our experts will 
answer any questions you may have. A properly installed car seat is crucial 

for your child’s safety.

Graduates have an annual crash 
rate of 10.3 percent, compared 
with a nationwide 63 percent 
crash rate for teens, according to 
the National Safety Council.

The program focuses on six 
factors: speed control, space 
management, risk perception, 
visual search, hazard recognition, 
and lifestyle issues.

Teenagers get a set of six CDs, 
videocassettes and a workbook. 
They are assigned in-car driving 
sessions with parental supervision 
to apply what they learn to real-
world driving situations. 

The program identifi es the top 
causes of teenage accidents and 

issue & closing dates
AAA Horizons and AAA CTraveler are 
published monthly, and AAA Valley News 
and AAA Times published ten times a 
year. All are in circulation the final week 
of the preceding month. 

No cancellations accepted after closing 
date. Send all materials and artwork to:

Publication Department
110 Royal Little Drive, 
Providence, RI 02904
(401) 868-2000, ext. 2122
email: mgorzkowski@aaasne.com
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ON THE COVER
The AAA Five Diamond 
Four Seasons and 
L’Espalier. For more,
see pages 23-25.

FINDING GOLD
Brimfi eld Antique 
Show is perfect for 
treasure hunting.

Page 3

GREAT DRIVES
Coastal beauty and 
historic landmarks in 
Nova Scotia.

Page 4

WILD RIDES
Your favorite theme 
parks unveil new 
attractions.

Page 6

WINE & DINE
Questing after the 
perfect picnic spot in 
Sonoma Valley.

Page 15

NEXT MONTH
Everything you need 
to know before your 
next road trip in our 
Drive Vacation issue.

All AAA Southern New England 
branch and administrative offi ces 
will be closed Monday, May 26, in 
observance of Memorial Day. 

Roadside assistance will be 
available throughout the holiday, and 
all offi ces will reopen on Tuesday, 
May 27. 

Holiday Closing

Win a Trip for 4
to Busch Gardens
We want to know what you think 

about AAA Horizons. After all, it is 
your member publication.

And, for taking a few moments to 
fi ll out our online survey, you could 
win a trip for four to Busch Gardens 
Williamsburg.

Simply log on to AAA.com/
yourvoice and answer a few ques-
tions about Horizons, and you’ll be 
entered to win.

The trip includes four Discovery 
Tickets to Busch Gardens Williams-
burg in Vir ginia, two nights’ accom-
modations at the Hilton Garden Inn, 
and roundtrip airfare for four from 
Providence. 

The deadline to enter the contest 
is May 31. 

The Making of a 

Five Diamond Award
They hold the most coveted symbol of  excellence in the business. 

Learn the secrets of  two Boston luminaries.

By Megan R. Weeden
The AAA Five Diamond Rating is one of the highest 

accolades a hotel or restaurant can receive, and those who 
achieve such status represent the ultimate in luxury and 
sophistication.

But, what does it really mean to be a AAA Five Diamond 
establishment? I recently spent a day behind the scenes at 
Four Seasons Boston to fi nd out.

I pull up to the valet, and my door opens.
“Welcome to the Four Seasons,” the doorman says, with a 

welcoming smile. “Will you be checking in this afternoon?” 
He points to the “house car” and lets me know it’s 

available if I’d like to be driven somewhere.
I instantly feel like a movie star.
My luggage is delivered to a deluxe suite overlooking the 

beautiful Public Garden, and it’s obvious every attention to 
detail has been paid. The dining room table is arranged 
with fresh fruit and fl owers, and a handwritten note from 
hotel General Manager Bill Taylor welcomes me to the Four 
Seasons. 

Separated by French doors, the bedroom has a king 

The Four Seasons’ Louis Douyon and Abderrahim Tla-
teelalaoui are eager to welcome hotel guests.

Continued on page 25

By Kimberley Edgar
The dance began years ago on the New Hampshire farm 

where he was raised.
That’s where acclaimed chef Frank McClelland began 

choreographing what has come to be regarded as one of 
the fi nest dining experiences in the Northeast – an evening 
at L’Espalier, the AAA Five Diamond restaurant that put 
haute cuisine on New England’s map.

Founded in 1978 in Boston’s Back Bay neighborhood, 
the restaurant makes its home in an 1880s brownstone 
on Gloucester Street, though it will move two blocks to 
Boylston Street in July.

It’s about mid-morning. The residential street is quiet, 
save a gentleman strolling and a purveyor wheeling a dolly 
of crates to a gilded black wrought-iron and glass-encased 
entrance that exudes Old World elegance.

The calm outside belies the bustle of activity inside the 
restaurant. At the top of the gracefully curving staircase 
that leads from the foyer to the main dining fl oor, Ma na-
ger Paige Farrell pushes a vacuum, making last-minute 
preparations.

Continued on page 24

Four Seasons’ Service Sparkles L’Espalier Chases Perfection

Bay State Passes 
Booster-Seat Law
Massachusetts children will be safer 

traveling by car now that lawmakers 
have passed a bill requiring booster 
seats. The House of Representatives 
approved the measure, which AAA 
Southern New England has strongly 
supported for years. The bill requires 
the use of booster seats for children 
through age 7, or 4 feet 9 inches in 
height, whichever comes fi rst.

As AAA Horizons went to press, it 
was expected that Governor Deval 
Patrick would sign the bill into law.

Public Safety Committee Chairman 
Rep. Michael Costello and Rep. Ti-
mothy Toomey fi led the bill on behalf 
of AAA and shepherded it through 
the House. The measure passed the 
Senate unanimously last year.

Previously, the law required children 
up to age 5 and weighing 40 pounds 
to be in a child-passenger restraint 
when riding in a motor vehicle. 
But from ages 5 to 12, the law only 
required the child to be fastened in a 
safety belt. 

Chef de Cuisine James Hackney looks carefully over his 
dishes before sending them off to the dining room.

We accept advertisements from 
companies that have a direct 
relationship with AAA Southern 
New England, AAA Merrimack Valley 
or AAA Pioneer Valley, or offer a 
special benefit to the Clubs’ members. 
The publisher reserves the right to reject 
or exclude any advertisement at any time 
for any reason.

AAA Horizons Publications are printed 
web offset on 35 pound premium 
paper, tabloid format with five columns.

Minimum ad size is 10 column inches.
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